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Innovative Technologies for Soil Remediation: Intercropping or Co - cropping
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Abstract ; Soil pollution has become a major environmental concern in many parts of the world, and soil remediation technolo-
gies in the development. Phytoremediation has been proposed as a low — cost, environmentally friendly remediation technology,
but it is generally time — consuming and requires the cessation of agriculture, phytoextraction with a single hyperacumulator may
not be economically feasible for large areas of moderately — contaminated agricultural soils in China. A new approach, inter-
cropping/co — cropping system was introduced to phytoremediation pollutants from contaminated soils, while also growing an ag-
ricultural crop. The paper makes a review on current research and development on intercropping/co — cropping system in soil
remediation, and discusses the role of general crops, hyperaccumulator and low metal — accumulating crops in the remediation
of the heavy metal contaminated soils, and discusses the intercropping or co — cropping system supporting organic contaminant
degrades. In addition, the paper proposes key research areas and future direction in the fields of soil remediation with inter-
cropping or co — cropping; (1) introduce more plant to the intercropping/co — cropping system and make it better, and (2) e-
lucidate the interaction mechanisms between or among the different plants.
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