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Effect of anaerobic digestion on lignin derived from unhydrolyzed solid of corn stover

ZHAO Kun-yang, GAO Xiong—hui, ZHU Qi-li, TANG Xiao—yu"

(Biogas Institute of Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Chengdu 610041, China)

Abstract: Fuel ethanol production from agricultural straw will produce a large amount of unhydrolyzed solids (UHS), which can be used to
recover lignin. However, the existence of carbohydrates and other impurities will affect the high—value utilization of lignin. Thus, anaerobic
digestion (AD) was employed to treat UHS. The structure and chemical properties of lignin were characterized by gel permeation
chromatography, thermogravimetric analysis, fourier infrared spectroscopy, and nuclear magnetic resonance hydrogen spectroscopy. The
carbohydrate contents of anaerobically digested solids were significantly reduced compared to UHS, while the total amount of lignin
remained almost constant. The lignin was almost undegraded during AD. The results showed that the lignin of UHS and anaerobically
digested solids presented similar structures and thermochemical properties, indicating that AD of UHS could preserve lignin structure while
removing carbohydrates.

Keywords : unhydrolyzed solid; lignin; anaerobic digestion; structure; thermochemical property
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Ab VAR E N3O T R e 24 oK i Ak
I D5 S5 10 AR o 2% SR B, P A ok v
TR K e Ty R 2 BSR4 B AR R T E g
T B R SR 540 (a0 o5 ki) . R4S Uk, B Aj AR
RIRTALF A I 5%, 468 K 28 1 AR
PR T el R H .

PAARAEIREFFAE R IR 2 AR A R (o R
LR ) R AR A Y T R VR A T B R R T 1
FELFYE R LR A Pl B b, KR A 21 2 25 A 41 4
R ARG 23 A R B R T 2 G i ok v
(2 5 JEURE R Y 25%~35%)" . R FHIE 24 19 )5 7
HETISOR 2 AR R b T E AR
JEORHB A o K A SR A AR I, XA J5T 3R 254
DR MRAR /N, Wi e R T 2 GE A T AR A
FH 5 AER L Aobl R0 K 434 2% Jot 25 7™ B S M) K Jo1 2% 1Y)
PAb2E AR . I, &R 2055 T4 7 SRE e AR
R R/ 8 ok AU A 2, Hr, %
PR A I8 28 4 5 IR AC 7 32 A 405 1 2 4 8 02 R 39 A B
A ARG A2 K Oy SR AT AL B R 2
AN [ R A 8 A S5 28 1) R AR 5 4, s i i Ak P
B3 TR A R 5 M R R SRR S 28 1 B 5 b e, il I
KRB RV TE AR ME B W7 2 1) C—C RS R F
Je S A AR SR VT o AT ALY ) 2 BT 0 R I 26 A& M
BN FLBE R i, AELI R ME DA TR FLAR o i ek
FIABE R M Ak o7 i) 2 S BELAS

PR A —Fi A A LR SR A B R 3
SRR TR AANE DR RRIRAE ) SF 4T 4l R
FIFRR A TR DR B A 9 b 16 K A 1R g
LI WER T4 Z M50, LT AR EEATR R RS
YA, 55— 7 i, BT AT 4 R OB B KRR
P, KSR L DR 40T A I B A5 B, 2 B2 R i R
AR DR T R SRR FE LR Y
SAFF B R R A3 1 2T 2 2 NP4 4 2 mT LA
PRSI A BRI AL TR R BRI, A
P& R DRI A T s N R s P s R AR TR
RT3 28 19 73 35 3k R S R e s i) L2354 A
P S, 8 T e H o N A, 1T R R IR AR
TH A X Tk 55 T R o 285 T PR AR DG A SR 45/, TRt
ARSI EE T DRAAUTH AU KRS T i e 4% 1 2 R A 1) %
W), % FH 2 R AE TF-Boxt Fu oy dr T IR BN AL AR A
B R AL A M, B e 2 AT AR A P
KT AT AP R S AR B 38 A 5 M, S Tl B 0 K S
()t — 2 Al AL SR S 25 IR A

1 #R5FE

1.1 R 3a 44

A8 R FH 1Y K FF 86 5% 7 (Unhydrolyzed
solid, UHS) Fh 3 [ %5 B N 57 R 2% A= ) o i Ak 52 36
AL R AT (64.68%) ] FE A
(8.44%) A FHE(4.18%) MK 73 (4.44%) . Hofil 5 7
B 8 e KRS FEAE DL AR 19 24 £F 4k 15 % (Ammo-
nia fiber expansion, AFEX)"2& /1 F 1 T AL B, SR J5
I 5 A 28 4 Rt 7K i 168 h, 16 48 B4 F50 4k 2470 il 7K
fif S5 2 BEOSCHER (710D T o /K R I 3 2o 5 00 0
Fo R AR i A 2 Wl A A L O 25 B K BRI IR,
J2BRER BRI AT R AN A % I, 5 R A5 30 A e
BRIt 7E 80 °CH T3 1%, WHEE 1L 80 H i £ FH .
1.2 REEK

PR AECTH A 356 SR FH AR A 4 i 30 8 7 P A0 Ak 2 T
AT DA Jo ) 3 DR SR TH A TS R AE R R ), i
JiF 35 °C, 1A Z B AR (Total solids, TS)=2% , ## 5 k&
P[44 (Volatile solids, Vs )8R - K ¥)=2:1, 1
WG pH B 7.2 7547 BRI (A R ) 1
PET TS 43 511K 1.48% F194.55% , VS 43511k 1.11% Fil
91.42% 4RI VS ISR 2.70 g, JIEW) VS TS I &
1.35 o, H RN AR 4 36 1. RAETH b7 B iR A
R 610 mL (4 PR UM T 2017, S5 BR Kk IR IR R 250
mL, BRI A 5 A A AP HE 2 o {0 2L 8 24
AR, BT 0.2.4.8.16,22 d B K R 28 55 B
B [ AR B 53, AR AN IsF () A 1B 3 A A T s LR
IR B2 . R RN 34 d, B 2 A E
FpE O it SR 43 o Al ESR 0.2.4.8.16.22 doff
2 TR T LT LU HE 9458 1k e T, PR ke TR R A T4
T8 F o & eSS o K DR S0 1k 5% 5 (Anaerobic
digested unhydrolyzed solid, ADUHS) F1 X} B8 20 Bt i,
W BT BVARRE S LT S 80 H i
1.3 RIEKRFEHHE

254 Meyer S5 Hll Holtman 55" 7 2 g fll 1 5%
J5 il 45 FAE A BT 2 (STD lignin) o 1 5G4 A 5% 18 1
RAH AR 08 g K (96: 4, VIV) FE 48 K P L
100 r-min™ .27 C  BEWE S F T A0 24 he [R]—A4F b
A A3 WK, BRI G AR A 200 mL - g7 [ A
B BUR R IR R 1 B 57500 o SR e [ AR
RIRT /D8 90% LRI 58 TR (L4 L &
[ 20 %) R ULTE o DT TE B AR 3 B0 4 B Bk 25
HIRR TR, BT RREA M 1, 2- 8 ki &
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BE(2: 1, VIV)H . B Ja 7EIE ke h Diie 40 &, FE %
IECBETRS . BEFERRTE 40 CAMF T TR .
1.4 A E
141 [ERRE S B 5B

I 18 55 [ [ R ] P4 BE VR SC 6 % (NREL) #5719
IR T EIR N T SR U S A e NS O 4 o = N
FORI Ay i RO £ 3 (HPLC) 43 BT iR K
iR TR PP R R R RO AT BRI R A B . HPLC R4 K
Agilent Technologies 1200 series, it 45 Aminex HPX -
87H AT, K 28 > RID , A I 6 RS ) 25 fry 3k i
Y135 Co Jish -l S mmol - L™ HoSO KA , iR
4 0.6 mL-min'.
1.42 JLEAMHT

FREC0.2 g FER A 5 mL R BRIR , T B AN A i
AT B BR RO BT R AR AL BRI P AR < e
P 120 CLAHF 30 min JFBURIR A 5], ILE TR
60 CHILRFE30 min 2R J5 U IR A3595), B 2 300 Cf
£F 30 min JFIR N 0.5 mL i) 440 &5 Z 5 PR 47 300 “CIF:
455 B 20~30 min i I — Ui AL EUE 2 A L 58 A
B SEATHM R 1k W S R R RS PR B
A B TR R BHEREAY (ICP-OES) & il e &, XA
7 = S 22 1Y Plasma PQ9000.
1.4.3 HGE=a s b

K P D720 VR A0 it R AR kil
BASY , AFE AT AUER LS R GC 122, (%
FE R TDX - 01, K5 I 25 Sy $4 5 4G DU 4%, 4 46 i
135 °C, PEFEZR IR 135 °C, W £ 1R 150 °C, 2R
KA, K1 150 kPa, 3 0.12 Lemin™, SEREIARF
500 wlL.
1.4.4 EERL b

HR i SRR 138 1) 2, T Ak A 3 Q181 kA ot 2
17T CBALAE IR 4 15 mg FE AR T 2 mLJo/K SRR
MERE (L: 1, VIVIRG WD e SR T B R 2, 7
FIA 5 mL JC/K Z BB RE 30 min (i A, e 28 &
bR, 2 EE FR IR, H R R e 4
LB B WAL RAE S B s R R A
BIHIMAS] Rk b DITRERE o B0 s A, A
VRN I3 85 2008 3 U DR B 25 0 , FRRERE i T 40 <C
NEA TR

B LT AL AL FRAT B FE S R 2] 0.5 mg-mL A9 1Y
Z K IR (Tetrahydrofuran, THF) /7, F:F 0.45 pm JE &
PRk % o BEME 415 20 T (Gel chromatography , GPC ) fifi
FH Water 1515 RGEHEA T, Bl A IR 2E GG 5 FH A~

MIXED-C 7.5X300H: . 35455k - T 35 °C, Vi
¥ THF, /3% 1 mL-min"', 55 R M0 T R2EHE A
1.5%10°~3.6x10° g+ mol™" 1 6 Fli 28 73413 ) R K 2 I b
st il 25 B o £
1.4.5 HAFEHHT

FRELS mg A i (£0.001) , 8 1 TGAr Q500 #4443
BSR40 BT AR BT R AE S I R PR A AU
HLL 20 °C - min™ FHE R S U R & I
#]800 °C.,
1.4.6 fEHE LM 3T

FRIEL 30 mg ¥ 5% A 19 i KBr 16 3246 F , ¥
W AX %54 Thermo Nicolet 6700, ¥4 U B Jy 16 ¥k, 43
PN 4,
1.4.7 BHERTE ST

B30 mg A 5T A b, A% T 0.5 mL 1 DMSO—ds
{81 ] Bruker AV 11 600 MHz # S A% B0 RE 54 T
I, IR R I R ECR 327K

2 #REIHE

2] REBAUSERETHEREREPETERITAER
/PR

R T P 5% e T TR AR B T P A T AR BRI
RRFAAE D0, A3 BT T DR AT AL 3R T 119 = B2 i o Bt Fof
] A8 A0 (I 1), P v 45k ] et A 4 BT 38 i 0 F %
FEA) s Bsf 28] A B PR B AR . AP R T DA M ]
AR B i 1) o B A DR SRS AR B EA T b . 550 d
FI) 575 8 d, 4 M A AH XS 7 i M 0.044 ¢+ ¢ (ADUHS)
TRF]0.036 g- g, FEIL A A9 26 d, #F— 25 T [ 5|
0.028 g- g SR HEARIFRRE . EIREIH L A
SROH 9 AH X S M 0.026 g - o7 2 18 AR 5] 0.021 g-
g'o AR, FEFEAS T RRAST AT 2 K A3 I AR X %
FEREARARAE 5043 g- g 1021 g-g'. FEAT TG
it 7 A v B 2I T B AN B A L A T AR R T e 1Y
MERE AR IR, NGE AT LU G 4 1) B M i
IR A A YRR . INEITh T DUE S ik i vh
BES I I i AR B T e T R R ) . 5 At R
J 2 43 B J VR SR B, AR SR SR I AR 0 1k R
TrEL R A] B K (20 8~15 ), {E X it i 5k s v (14 5%
W BRAECH IR, XA B 08 DB AR i 2 b2
AL IR

it it % 75 TP ) SR Rt S 2D A TR A
FEARIG ST A R B A FF2234 d: HT 10 d
i A Bl TR O AE , 7 R, B e
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Figure 1 The change of ADUHS main composition
during anaerobic digestion
P N UL PR RE BRI W AR AR 22 d
LA Z N H B4 RS ] 294
42% W) SR WE B B i, e 2 B A W 103.20 mL -
¢'VS(UHS).

i P A A s DA B DR BT A B v 1) Al o0
HUFR TR HFSIAT HR B/ AR i
FORRME O BT B R B0 bR i 20 [ AR 8%
T8 SRR ) T R A R RAAIC (A R B S BT R
JREM SRR D 30 R K 7R 0 i —
WA, R B S DR T AR R i P ) BRI T
B o R 5% M140% (£ 1) . MFE 1WAl LA
th, DRAECTH Ak A v I G ik e T A R % LA
T (R 2L B 4 o] 0 T AR A i G 40 B K 43 B
T o ABETER B Rl Ry 48 ot b 350 Ak 5
e , T Jof 4 45 FLAT 1 3 i R e PR AR Ak P St A v
v REBE BN, B LAl FZ A TS AR D B R
2xB| AKEEIKAY o R ICP R IR 4 1 4 64T T 4%
Br, 25 R R BRI 51 A2 28 Ca Fe K Mg Mn,
Zn F ALV EE TR B2 A e AR fh sk vh oA B
FRMERR 210 SiTe &R, X — A F TR 20 R iR
HiE— 2o s Atk

B2 7R T DRAAUTH Ab i B 1 o ot -, DA A 3
100 g P 5% i Ry A, 21 L9 Rus (BT VS) Ry 2: 1,

M AT DA Y, DAETH AR S A S B A b, 3=
IR o T IR A A v Y SR ey TR o N — AR AE
B o VA AT A3 T v 0 R BT 2% A e SR AR (R 4
JE L, BEZ L B LT AAATEAR BT R 1 B R4 2k, Rt
AR ER B [ A mT AR AT 100%
22 REUHU N ERRTRE P RRREMFE RN
2.2.1 A FEIi/N

ARJFTER B 051 RN DR L B o AL
RE LA B A 7oA i B 240, TS M W o 3 DL
AR Ak 2 0 1 B8 e il 2 IS e T B g R AR 5
1 1A] Y AR B AR B S SOV, B B R R
FRRAE . AR B @152 (GPC) 73 #
PRAETH AR S 208 th R BT R 194y 528k . HARXS
Gy TR S AT AR 2 R o RASPRE B R R T Ak
Bt o K BT 3 E 1 4y i (ML) A BT T B R 6 408
REAIC 4 429, R BIREIH AR AR BT R 1953 7 R AFTE
—ERS o X PR — T A RER T SIA T &
A ARBTR RN 5 3 — )5 T AT Be A AR A M AR
P BOR T2 HA /N IR SRR (i HL 53 U
o AH R TIHAC TG A BT R A9 S5 R & AR B, X Fh
VEHIAT BBAN 235 W K T 22 1 0 - R/ o R il i
i R K 2 AU R 2,77, 3K 5 SCHER HR R AL 1 —
AR AR IR B 3R BB AR, e Ah , 2 R AL S
M) 21938 ¢
TR 6.470.04 g
AREHE:4.6720.04 ¢

AR :50.54+0.94 ¢
R4y :68.35+0.11 g

y
UHS:100 g d
AR 844008 7| Rt
AW 4.18+0.09 g
KIFRE :64.68+0.44 ¢
KAy :4.44+0.1 g

€0,:9.770.04 ¢
CH,:7.06+0.12 g

ADUHS:293.99+5.38 ¢
NS 7.27+0.63 ¢
KREHE:6.35£0.52 ¢
AJFi % :116.36+1.80 ¢
¥ K5y :65.45+0.14 ¢

2 REBHAERFEBERELRENIATE

Figure 2 Mass balance in the process of

UHS anaerobic digestion

1 EWY BEZEMRESBUARENEEZARES (%)
Table 1 The main composition of inoculum, UHS and ADUHS(%)

FE i Samples W Glucan KRB Xylan BRI 2% Arabinan A% Lignin K5y Ash
A Inoculum 2.95+0.04 2.13+0.04 0.4120.02 23.04+0.43 31.1620.16

ity g 53 UHS 8.44+0.08 4.18+0.09 0.72+0.07 64.68+0.44 4.44+0.01
DRAEUH A 5% - & B9 I ADUHS-begin 4.46+0.23 2.48+0.15 0.47+0.04 34.79+0.73 20.95+0.10
DRAIH A 3R - & 1 2% 1 ADUHS-end 2.83+0.02 1.79+0.33 0.31+0.14 39.58+1.55 22.27+0.13
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Table 2 The relative molecular mass and distribution of lignin in

UHS and ADUHS
FE i By o7 EYs TR Iy
Samples M, M., M.IM,
fifHfire 5% i UHS 2315 6408 277
44k FE i ADUHS 2260 4429 1.95

I B T B AR JS3R 0 BIRE AT T e, R 1o
Ua I TR(EN S e i o A )1 B R A 1 o = WA Y EA
He 2T — 1) i SR AR A LA AR LA 1 5, DR ko
Py —Ak R A BEGR AT RE M TR SR R S 14 70 S
M.
2.2.2 ME I

AR B ) A e M i 5 R B A B AR
5 —HE N R mﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁ“*ﬁﬁthTﬂﬁﬁMﬁﬁ%
AIRAERENE, B R ILIE 3. B AR PRI A BT 3R A 4
0 ff AR AR B« R 40 4 S A R B B A

1.0r
0.8

0.6

04

0.2 —— FHfisk it AR Z Lignin of UHS
- - - REH AR5 5% AR it # Lignin of ADUHS

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800
% Temperature/°C
B3 EAERRZIMENZRERRRHAELE
Figure 3 The TGA curves of the lignin from UHS and ADUHS

I3 —Ak )i i Normalized weight

0

200~500 °C, H-7E 300~400 °CJ5 451 2 3 2 75 5] e K
600 Cid 5 7k A i JLF- A28 . (HME T LIE
TH AR5 T8 A I 28 1 AP 2 i 24 R T Tl A e v AR
EE SRV N T A=Al K s Al N
ko LUK, TH A BR T Ao 28 300 it o A 5 T il A
WARTEER, 454 GPC RIS R, il S T
THALER B AT 2 1 7 AR, BT R e M
TR AHAT iR AR R E R B A B TR
1| 800 C o st s F1H 5 I , Tl A ok 8 K o R ok P A
FLIH AR B R TR Z 6% 24 .
2.2.3 (HE AL A 3 AT

PR A 5 28 B 2T A il SR an i 4 TR AR B A
AR A2 Y ] 4 H R 2T A i I T (R 3) .
ME AT LUE PR 5T 2 0 21 A )
AL, R AE — SE W e 5 B AP AR I 2 5 T
3 430.2 926.2 847 cm™ 11 030 em™ &b i W g i A5 AN

— B#5% AT # Lignin of UHS
------- PRAETNAL)E 58 A 5 & Lignin of ADUHS
1 23 456789101112

100 e

W AC3 JE Absorption intensity/%

80 1 1 1 1 1 1 J
4000 3500 3000 2500 2000 1500 1000 500
0 Wavenumber/cm™

B4 EBRRTEFIH KRB R ARRRWLIMNERE
Figure 4 The FTIR spectra of lignin from UHS and ADUHS

R3 WAARZHLIMNRYSIETE
Table 3 The FTIR assignments of the lignin from UHS and ADUHS

it "5 Number M AL W avenumber/cm™ & Assignment
1 3430 —OH a2l
2 2926 AR T2 T S h—CHL A B AT 47 iR 8y
3 2847 C—H 7E—CH, Al—CH, Fr A i 45 3 5
4 1610 JFEIEARE)
5 1512 D5 B R )
6 1461 F5 ARG i BN FR—CH, Al—CH. ) C—H 25 il 4 30
7 1424 J5 A IRE SR 815 C—H TN 2 R 3 4 8
8 1325 5T AL C=0 4R 2 i
9 1223 C—C..C—O0 Il C=0 Ay 4 I 5h
10 1127 I5 IR AR B A C—O AR 47 iR 3h
11 1030 AAARTE T Y C—H I A2 RS AMA B P Y C—0 iR 3h
12 832 BRI b C—H AN i3
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BRI . P 3 430 em™ &b (404 S —OH (1) 45
PR s I 52 926 em™ 1 2 847 em™ Ab I Ky C—H
PR 40 i 2l W WS 5 v A R DG 1 6101 512
1461 cm™ Fl 1 424 em™ 4 4b (R0 55 B FRRRAE I i
U, 5 PR S 7S R R AR I 2R A 12 DX 3 W i - JC
DX, 2R IH A T 2 1) 2 B R o IR PR AR A B A
MR 31325 em™ 5T A AR D C=0 i 4 4k 3 W i
U 51 223 em ' Ab I AT HE A C—C.C—O B C=0 Hyfif
AR PRSI 5 1 127 em™ Ab R Ry 55 75 B R4 sl
WU 51 030 em™ &b 9 I Ay 00 B AC R AIE IR 1 0 5 832
em” Rh IR O A FRARAE IR A . INETAMSBIEE IR
A AL TS AR BR i v R BT 3 7 3 1 4540 AR
W25 R PEATH S AR R S5 2 mi /N, e
T IR B AR BT R 4544
2.2.4 —YERERER IS5 HT

KRR P& ST RER OF &3 2R3k H &
) YLE T AR R Wb o, M AH JE B, )
FH— A% X PRI R B 2R A 5 b R 1 7 3RAIE , B 5%
PR AR A B 3 2 i AT s A P TR R S . TR S TR
FRA B R 1) 'H-NMR 3% &, 0T DL B0 Fh A 3 2% 114 i
JEFN WAL B 34 AR L. o E] 5 H 6=8.4~6.0 IX.
WA B IE2E AR 0 T @A (5T F LA
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